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With 13 Children, the Francos
of Canoga Park Are Part of a
Vanishing Breed Who Have Chosen
to Be Fruitful and Multiply.
How Do They—and Three L.A.
Families Like Them—Cope?

BY CATHRYN JAROBSON

HOE HER EYVES focm in the
dim reaches of the Costio
grocery warehaise in Cancga
Park, Joam Francd is ready to
ridl. Thows of’ her children, Ja-
eob, 7, and Jeasica, 10, prab e
(Ars Ay Lo G Fon abrides
behind, isnzing cmtione and directsons
ps they hesd dowt the somp aisle.
doan hee never besn & besitent shop-
per- Fverything abe chooses is the hig.
eat, and with good reason: She and her
huisband, Tioe, have 13 children, nioe
of whom Yes at bome. Ohit of mam-
moth cardbaard cartons, she plunh
heervy packages as if they are weight-
Jesn Abthough she & only 5 fiood 1, she
goems to hewe the strength of 10, the
kdiod of esimcle thet comes wot from
Mawtilas equipment, it from Bfting
wobedlers and infants, often sipuwhare-
osly, for yeam.

Initer the cart poes 8 26-pomd boe of
Tide, ercnzgh to wash the %5 loads of
Laumdry sbe does each wesk Then & vat.
of Borateem Blesch. Faur losves of
bread, which, at 44 shices sech, wil

dimappeny ol the rate of obe & day.
Three big bags of frozen chicken thighs.
Ter king-siee freeemy cheeswakea, A
giant package of Bagel Dogs A §-
poursd b of Imperisl Marparine, &
hupe box of Grehamy Bears o natisfy
her childrens conetanl bequeata for
poecks & bocket of chumky peanad
butter. Three pillowcose-size plastic
sacks of dry cereal, weed nt the ke of
one & worning. Herabee's chopolace
mmup & considersd and rejected; the
bt these abe boupht it the kide went
thraagh 3 gallons of milk o a day. Ten
pounda of Hiee, Thres poumsds of mareh-
malkvws snd b pounds of chooolate
chipa, Fifteen ralls of toilet paper. Two
theuand fact of plastie wrap. A thou.
aand pilastic sandwich bage, Big boctle
of the srpwherry - scented shampen hee
danghters use by the gallon. And final-
17, two hooks—Dmlnbek Drnos's new
hest saller and & lawish collectiom of
photogmphe published hy MNaticnai
eopraphic,

When mom and the klds sl indo
tiria, the cart i loaded to the mutiake
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and the bill is moee than 320, bul for
Joun, that's only & moderate total
When she gees to Albertsana of
Ralphs, she generally rolle up to the
cagh Tegisker with ten full ourls, and
other shappers shisper, "Look out,
domt get behitd thai lady. ¥FouT be
there fovever™

cw b T Franco's 19 chil -
dren range In age from G to 25
Joan was 18 and Tino was M
whety they started their family.
Al n lime whetn many parets
are gertling dowm to enjoy thrir empey




Drivcier gt Hhe Froicas . from bap feft corner, Jodie, Jeasiog, Senay Loron [Joe's gilimend |, e, Towo, doan, Dancel, Jagh e Soeeh.

rsla, the Frances swill heve fve kids in
elemnentery school,

Families wich Hocks of childron have
akis i caixer) hepdd® T taem. Btill, even
o decades ara, it waen 'L unusual e n
mitcddle- ciasg farnily to have gix or sight
childeen, A moontly ms 1987, of 43
erallicn Ameticen familiss. more than a
millicom hed six o maore Kids ander 13 A
aurvey by the Censas Buresn 20 wears
Tubesr Biwand chat of 84 million families,
ondy 1TBAG0 had six or more children
The large familv—eapecially the large
middle- clnes fuenily -appedra to hawve
become an endangered sposles

She ez ted = losamacy e

“Children ussd e b pn economaic
asset" s Themas Bepenshade, a
population experl wl Princeton Undver -
sity. “When the United Scates was
FULTE, and pgriculiinrmliv orienied,
children were valued for their labar.
S, Theo've becmame an ecoewamic lia -
bility. ‘I'hst dossn't mean that there
aren’t sl ressoms for hasing them,
bpat. they sren't eoomomic reosons"

Are any middle-class parents left
who pre convisced thar the benefits of 5
larpe Femily oubaeigh the drasrbacks?
Many of the people canaubted For thia
stary—Aloctors, lenchers, rosl estate

l,;lrl_lh:l:n-;—|'.,1|.|||:|‘|r:-:j wilwery ashed if they
kmew ot fernilies with six or muore kidk.
“They o't exian anyronee,” & IuD a0 8
Catholic school insisted, “Mlulwdy can
affowd thern.™

But large fomilics cdid worn upe o
Torrence, in Sante Monica, in Wood -
land Hills, in Canoga Park. (e family
profiled here, the Danielzons, is Mor
roneg they admit resdily that their de-
ciEion o have eight children was wade
primarily for religions reaeoms, And it
may eome ae 0o surpress: That. the thres
ather Families are practicing Catholis
talthougk 1wo of the mothers wers

LEIS AMLELES 1TRES Bl AXINE MUAVEWBER ZT, LTGR N




The waman her children call “Borgacn Joar™ strides through he ContCo imrefrouse o her way (o amassing 300 in groeeries,

brought up, at least in part, as Jess).
Yet of thees, each says that the church
was nod & factor in the deciséon o be
Fruitfiul and mwltiply. They had many
children, they say, gimply becaose they
love them.

Trend analyvats tall ug that these days
Americans ara Grding the notion of the
nostalgia is heightened around the hol-
idays, when some contamporary holse-
holds =it down Lo mesger tabies of Tour
o flve or less-—hardly enough people to
pick the amalleat turkey clean, The
Hoper Orpanization took note of this
development in a 1887 report: “The
family is back. It is seen a5 something to
join" After vears of sesking alternative
life: stvles, i & time of increasing nium-
bers of single-parent homes end the
decline of the tuclear [mmily, we'te fe-
turning to the idea of having a safe,
warm place to ghare our burderns and
our joye.

“The beby boom generation feels

Cathryr Jakobson ix a Loz Angeles
wiiter,
12

inofated, emply and vulnerable,” saye
Mancy Kaufmen, a specialist in family
ralations who heads the Paychotherapy
Cotmultation Center m Mew York City.
“To couniter these feelings, they are
searching for & semse of commundty, a
feeling of permanencs and a direct. prar-
in p famiky.”

For people in search of a sense of
euminunity, the Franco family is one all
by Ttsalf.

HE FRANCOS LIVE in A
ranch-style house on a
quiet street i 8 modest
neighborhood in Canoga
Park Joan's yellow Dodge
Caravan, with licatise plites thel read
“MOM UV 13" is parked outside, and
Josh, 14, Is running & Weed Ester up
ind down the edge of the front walk,
Joan, 1 white slecks and & pink
T-ahirt, appears at the front. door, e
plaining that the doctbell hasn't
worked in 15 vears. Little details thaet
might drive other people crazy-—messy
bedrooins, sliding glass doors that
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won't alide—just don't bother her. She
hae cther concarms, She is followed into
the kitehen by two of thern: Jamig, 12,

they walk"
Suddenly, the kitchen is Dooded with

coversd with an oilctoth. Or, to be pre-
clsa, two tildoths taped topethér, be-
cause no one choth could cover & table
this large. Joan apent forever and
$1.200 to find & table that was hig
enough for all of thern, Most of the



wedels she esw dusine her search were
for "those ideal families wich ooe by,
mig girl, Mom, Dad and 3 dog.™ ehe
S, "T'!'-F:'_-.' wereit! mennt Tor The kind
of croad we've got hepe.”

Jaredl, B, secideniaily epills st of
hig glasz of juice on the foor. Without
wr wrising Took orowond, Joan heods
hima = el and shows hing oy to moop
iz Her children leamn very early oot
to expect cheir mocher to clean up after
Phiem. Joeub smacks Jessien with o
plastic bac, and they boch rasb e Jdoan
lor mediation aod comlod, Bore kids
clitah intn her lap and cloceh bee
wroure] Lhe meck,

A5 ghe b and zases her elubdeen,
Qo corjures wp the imege of o 1350
housewite. But besides her luoge task a3
primiery marager of a giganiic brood,
she iz alsn a nurse o the intant imten-
siviE-care winnd gl Baser - Permancoie
Hospital in Panorama Cityv, She works
twar eor threee 12 hour shifls o week,
ofzen in succession, so that ahe can have
i Eslrp_e Bk o Time off Lo swrlr_!_ wilh
her femily. She worke for the monev.
Init alzo Foe The stimibations. ATer a
wealt gt home with che children, ahe’s
ey Lo ki ool with s pedulie

The Frances’ iving pooim isso fresh -
Iy woenumed thet Lhe machine's teacks
are visible. But no amnont of saeum -
ing can hide the feet that even this
Uheat™ rogany b s liacted Lo exdeaodi-
nary abuse. Pictures hang at odd en-
gles, The coshigos on the sofps and
cheirs look se if thev've heen used to
il e thes one ol Mo e i
bles” ere eround—erystal and china
sk T kel ool of eeach of the Ticle
nnes, Yet the mom has warmith—the
anifs whers Joon il Lo kol or crochesl
after dinner: the chaire where kids
mabmer with Dooks and moaed oo osee
another. Sometimes everybady gete
bowether i Thiy roeom wnd spends wn
evening sinming while Uing plava his
guitar. The mouen b oo leleviznn, amd
it mever will. Lo is meant o he 2 place
Foor Frrnily Logetherness and communi-
ration.

Tran shows off a collection of fanily
phatograbs on ose wall, peanting s
wich chutd, i oeder of emes Joe. B3
dudy, 24 e, 23 Julie, 23 Joki, 215
Tinn Jr, 1% Jeckie, 16; Joshua 14
damie, L2 Jeseica, (0 Thiniel, & Jacmh,
¥ o] Jdared. B,

LEvary child has a given aame hegin-
‘."-.i:q.; weilh L leller ".J," reen T Enio Jr.,
whiy, Like his tather, iz Juetine, and

11e
Murphys

Six Children (Plus)

From e, Michael ndik Brody, 5O acik
Flannery, [3manths Mige, 5 Shauneszy, & the hoigekeeper,
Ling Verierm Reilly, 3. mnd Hormeasy, 6

HEN CHEIE MUBPHY COMES 1O THE door of her rambling

Hanca Monica house. she'a elutching her soungest child,

13 month-uld Flennery, in her arme snd iz prognent with

anathae ehild, due in mid - December, Upatairs, hay hus-
bund and mast of 1heir six childron—Tlour bovs and two gicls, the obdest
Apedd S——are on one of the poeches watching a fiee over on Wikhire
Goulevard.

& rodaple of the kida are in Daddy's arms; a Few are clinging oo railings.
Borery child has a nickname, so it Lough to fgure out whe's who There's
Ehapgy, che Flaks and the Befrigerator, fondly koosn ag "“Fridge.” Some
of the kids appear 1o be extons, and this turns oot o be the enses; the
neighbaor girls love to hang oot at the Murphys’ becanse ic's 2 fun place.
The Murphy: also have 3 dows, 4 cals, 10 rabhits and en assoclment of
fish. T the back vard i & full-size trampnling; inzide are dozens of tove
end garoes and hardly any lurniluce, All around is a feeling thul Dhis s
plare where kids are more impartant than gensm -ups.

Michael amd Chris mel al Counly -1USC Modicsl Cenler ning years
agey, e wae & reeident, she was & nursa. and they were working on the
sume polisnt. 1 psked bimooud,” Cheis saes, “wncd he saad oo T didin’
realize he was roing with & gicl upstaire in the LOLL™ & week later, he
called Cheiz and wld her he wanted b take her upoen her offer. They
bepan to date end were martied shorily thereaftar,

Chntinued an Pame 38
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Gali ol those okildrse wers sypecied 5
supuiee b agiud il ueedd, A3 Che prapaiatin
eI Erl-::l:mmg::_lr' ||I'=."|-iv2||'|I Lie AVErage
[-:'fl,i_',il':.' riie |:|,r|1p-p-l-.t| Bt im certain
porkeis of the SN, pearticulary in
.el,gj'i:'l,l]!-.:..:,_'ﬂ:. arcag, large amuners of
chidren cendined bes e shganorm. In
heweily Claflni LTI IR PR ELER
clali Chose e deged by =erent -
vrad, lage ity of childrea wera
the rile, ned H‘n"l‘!-:ﬂ-.p‘:iﬁl'l.

Dl._'.ri:'q-;. Toem F:‘F'F,I.'Elhil.‘l’i'l., Lhe nakbens
wrlodiiy rale repmesd 10 2.0 children per
coanle Froem jusd. abuder boat the T of
e 4_'|:||'|:|I|-'_i, Aper Werld War I, 7
soareo; Thiriog Ve 13508, 37% of fanm
st had 1our or more kids, Bt by 1565,
readily available hirth covtrol e
shoinking 1l siee of LIS Tarniliea, and
ihe posel ol fhe women’s mosemel
did s even Perkzer, F|n,' I‘.-'1E|'._': U T
W ol Ameriemn familes had four
childeen,

Eves Calsnlios, I.rm:iil.:,l'ul.ﬂ,:i:- e b
for their lurge Tamvilies, are o longes
pepddaciog wxeeiionel nsanbeis of kids.
“The diference balaeen e fectiliiy
rate of Cachotic Turmiiles aod o vest of
L comnbry bas disappesied,” 2y Fa
prnsieae, Lhe Proincelon population
expeerd, D 1382 mecording Lo Lhe Pog-
lation Redersave Burea, only 128% of
Ve Caitiolic womesn i Uhe Ulnined
Soatee nwd [ovr or moore children

Larur families prersisi im0 sonmie areis
ai the covnirv, The Hurleribes
arraren robgious gooug vig o Moril
and Fouih Dakoia, produse an aversge
of WY childeen per damdy. The Armigh
poople, besed o Peosipsvivany, Ohio
ard indiang, produce an averdge of
seven, Mormone are eocpurgged fo
have gs many chuldeers as possibbe, in
Ulak:, Tamies of mighl or 10 children
wre common, Bul even Mormons aee
Bavipe smaller famuiles Suys Carifred
Brodrrk, & Mormon with eighl ol
ares who & A professos of sociodogy al
180 " The e o begicaldly foios fan’
P mers children o The vaiienal
wyerage, Lhe pius-bayo oule o Tends
Lo Macleate with the oerm, w0 wher the
iverge American lamidy wes baving
Coer bds, woo weer havies sis gew b
wrerges s whow! g kide, and she norm
Cor Mormone 13 fear,”

{revecally, the swe of Tunile dimin
shes aw e =scoeconomic Jeel rses,
|.|_'|'.'-'4:'r Ern:mrrle _I_'H;'.ﬂr_l-l." I_ﬂ_‘"1:|_ 73] pn:l-ci.l.mk
AL -_:'l |-:i1_:|_rF:r|. ['r‘]a_‘:'-‘!-m |'|:|'.'|;]-|b: afith zin
aT ke clyildeen, acoeding ro 8 [9ET
repart by the Usmins Borszi, heve an

11e
Danielsons

IZight Children

Dareas Stewr, 1i -f—il:-':*.;:."., A mesnl,

Frae @ Haliy, 12 Dgeeel, Jenzfer, 77

14 bl
Pl i o= ol oiviies

g § o
w, M oang Lecr d

: ¢ Afoesons, DARrEL b LuDa Phaonelson of " orrames
ars expecied to zive birth Lo as meny chiidres as Lhiew Y2zl
thév van manege, Por some chiwrch meembees, thees nr Tour
kide are cpoggh, Oihers have 10 oc 1% The Thanielsons
hevs eight, ranging in age (romm 4 o 1O

Both Drarrel. 42, and Linda, 40, who me: a2 scudenl: al Brigkam Youang
Liesiveraioy grew up with ssteral siblings—he haa {our zbe hasg seven.
They alwavs inteoded io have s large feraily, And che Licle is dhout oo
hegin apain; their eidezi deughier, Paincia. whe aliends BYL: ja fa bhe
marriad this spring,

Mormenz edhece to soniplacsl commends oo mcdbioly and repenizh tha
earth, But beyond thal, ey belicye (hal sververie sasted apivitually

hefore chey came o =art®, whees ihew muet stlas w body; be wested, dis. -

then move an Mormobs selievs (hot gl eoicite must have an obportinity
ro e aynbedicd, god that s prther reazon Lhey Teve g0 many children
But thers are olher rewsons, “The ey vou g8 rprm having shiiidren s
=:n_aghir‘"|e|:|_ when vou tave ooes" Linde Demielson s ' Uhere's more
iOTE, TaTe IMLECAactigh, madte nigs. .
The Daraelsons have foir girls aut seus bove And with eachchild, there

are diftacenoes
"They fuel zome
tive or six, ard Then voey gei Lo the vourpmeeiand (0% 2 whoke ot

Friw Daw Sl vl

wich them. You Lhink vou kiow b

=

Er stary,”

Eocery singie ane s u dislingt pessons ity,” Linda zays,
Agirrise tham, afber

Ceitinued on Poge 28
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ein wEfeied uree - sinner ravgiitnisieg belcven dee, 55 ond Jaoah, 7

Cizniel, whaome name = really Jay Dan-
il Jean tried 1o bmil oue of the =J'e
about halfeay torsagh, il bee kide
wolein 'L el ker, Ther thought che ones,
whree tases beyan with odher letars
mignt feel ladt (el

Joan maﬂ dating Moo, whioo i the
Tl maevhenic for 8 flest af traake at a
Han Feonando Valley conerete-manu-
fﬂ.nl[lil'i'."_j:: SO, whisn ghe was al-
most 17, Hhe was zhout o Fnish Bigh
sohonl wnd prepesing 4o attend Lal
Hiate Mortheidge Jear's pacence were
fraatic ameam the welatieship T oo wes
five veass older tian abe. he was o0 a
cullege mun amd he waz Catholic; Joan's
family is Jewiste Her parenis shippea
her off o apand the winter with hor
Azl Foln, woo fives in Swadsi.

Bl the seperation did nothing 10
ool the coaple’s ardar. The dey Joan
merurned, Tinog met her ac the arporl,
“den we sl oot Ge asked. She sail
ey were. He was relivved becaose he
had aiready rented a ball Jor the wed-
ding end furnishad & house Tor his
biricie- bo-be
CThe Franees never sal down and
aecicea how masy kids ey woudd
heve. Jdogn was the eldes: of thess ohul-
dren, Tino, born m Mexieo but raised
in Califormia from the age of 1% = one
of six children, W1z graw up thinking
ihai bwo kids ere plenty, After snch
child was born, Joan and Tino daclared
ites it wonlg e che last “Bul then we
had s s Fan wich esch haby,” Joan

anys, "thed when it besan to walk ana
talk gnd crawl, ihe desire o have an
oiher toolt aver.”

Ten of the chilares are g vear and &
Fall fas Ewep yepre aparl noage, 1 Gelieve
i1 s cosdenl, winslher pfup]l: Wwanl o
uee the shythm mechoed ar an g Getad
methedd.” eged Joan, who aopvertsd to
[:ﬁ“!'l':ﬂi':!h—'t’l I|F.'I'|l'_':| EhE‘ mmd rJ’"h_."-.l
"Peaple think thisl Ihose of us wilh big
famobee are ipncrant i Lbal sulpe,
thisl rmeet, or all. of aur kds were acci
dents, ot [hai's just not orua, Bvery
gingle ane nf mir 2igs waz slanned end
wanied.”

Juwn [ound. revdnr sabies auine sasy;
her deliveries, 5530 s8yE. were a bresze.
"I haviny babis tad been wegh for
me,” ZhE aays, "woil can e siee we
willd heve stopped.

"We'ee hupoy with thees de” she
zave, "We wauld pever, puer owernl Lo
have fewer than the number we bave,
Biil wa're very -aware that in thiz daw
anel age, childron are ool an ssset T hey
are & labiliiy. They don’ o inte The
Ceeds sowozk, They don’s perosd i s
thing, They just coet vou mmoney. And |
thing j1's irresporzible to have them &
wori dont wani them The saddesl
t-]'l.iJ'Lg ir the wosld is prsapple o Juys
chibdren and wish they didnt.”

Thae g of the Franco family seia it
gpart, ®af L bues al spast ooe wslber
d.isL:ing'l:jshjng factir. Jn;,mn: whiy i A
{ave im parpesial schonl aftairs and oon-
siders Liemsell w be 8 mood Catholic, is

i LR ARRGELEE TRM N pA L ALINT MOVERIEEE 20, JeHE

Sotnetimes,
when Joan
tells 4 child
the family
can't afford
something, the
retort will
come: ‘So why
did vou have
so many kids?’

raieinz her children wili an under-
sianding of Jdudaisin, the lginn in
which alie wos ratsed, Fler children siay
home from schen! ue Yom ippur, and
they are the only childise v the perish
witn ook forwerd to Sall-sloan P
oveT meders ek wear, led o Tion in
English. Fach Degenlur, (he farmily
'!Ight-E che Hanulkkab camile ae el e
decorgling the Christmes aee. Jusl e
the childrep Leten seidly o their fa-
ther's tales of flesirn, they wre askea i:l:-..'
Joan o regard these oelebnwlions of
Juduizm: ez part of their celtural ber
rage. Bl she wodd pever ael them ™
alter theie Catlwlin Guth

The I'ranecs have greal olans for
their children, 30 far chev've raizen one
marse, ucdy, and wne nuremng atedens,
deminy! & jourraliss, Joe, and a budding
writhropolomias, dulis. Ting Jr, s &
srigpling rovk musicias Johs iz pian
ming w0 become o chiropracior. Joan i
i |E copseeTed with whizs thew are as
wher thew are. "1 want them ta gros gp
o thal [can fals o them."” ahe zavs. )
want ther o fave aosense of Domor, |
want them to he mieresting peopls

WCE, AMERICANS had
syl reagona Jor heving
largae families. In e
eaty 1Mk, the sverags
molkher bore st chil-
dren, El’."l.'&-:".\-l'l!liJ.-*‘I tinthe L0 E TJ-_1|_|:_.'|_rI,.:1|{'r'I
of Health and Himan Services The
infunt mortalite rate was hirh —harely



1he
Mahoneys

Fight Children

Standing from beft, Soe and Gail, fomily friend Pagey Seonay
and Netia, 14, sauted froo toft, D, 10 John-Pawl, 7 Backy, 12 Joe .
18, Therema, & Kim, [8, ord Soah, B

AL AT J0E MaROVEY OF Woodland Hilk intended to heve

o o three children But alter years of tiving, (hey were told

that they probahly combdo't have ary. Then, after Gail began b

tale fertility druge and the Mahoness gave birth to their fret
babsy, Kim, 18 vears npa, Gail's doctor eaid they should thenk thelr Jucky
gtars and start thinking about sdoption.

Inetend, they ment into production. They had four children in fve yaar,
cne miscarriage, and then four more, ending with an even purnber of girls
anvt bove, The yvoungest child, Thereas, ie 5. Pegoyr Sweeney, 24, a college
gtudent end farmily friemgd whi has lived with them for fre years, helpa out
when things ane hectic, which s most of the time,

T think the fact thet we had trouble pediing started pave vs & much
greater appreciation of children,” Ciadl says “They're nol abjpecta. They're
ned fust something you ran plan on,” Her love affair with her kids starts m
the werum. *Thay're already real pecpls when they'rs in thers " ghe amm
“Bome are beuney, Hke Ping- Pong balke Others are huge and hambering,”

At the tire of her firet pregnancy, Gefl wes tapchimg autistic and apheic
children, She expectad to resurse werldng, bat bringing up a Family quickhy
becarne & more intareating ot “Being o parent—Uhat 3 g career,” shi says.
*There are no linite to the howrs. There are no pay raises or bomases, But
nothing could be more rewanding than sheping these new peopls™

The Maboneys, who are Catholic, nearly stopped having children after
i Consiraszed on Foge 39

Pt iy bl ViS00

aversge botal income of S2R.265 per
year. Married couplea with tea chil
dren, an the other hand, have an aver-
ape total income of $42062 per year.
“The pacple with th ot ingorse, the
highest education level and the best
jabe have the fewest children ™ Faper -
ahade says.

0AN FRANOD B spending the
morning st ber children's ele-
menkary school, St Joseph the
Worker, in Cencga Fark She
likes to spend pe much e
et fn she can, helping mut with com -
puter clesmee, acting as pome at the
schond faje and runmlng the used.- uni-
form eales, “The kids like to ece me
there,” she aaye. “They love o know
(het their mom is in school.” She takee
mdvantsags of the nsed -umiform gale i
pick up somee chokoe itetms: a pair .of
peefortly good bluwe corduray panee will
Gt Jacob, & bhue jacket oill fic Jamie
Witk 13 kids, saving money is elwaye
oft Joan's mind, Her kida call her "Bar-
gain Joen” Becaase she's constantly
clipping coupans and kealdng for a depl.
Although ahe B wery careful with o
dhodlar, the Franeo home has more of an
gma of boumty then of deprivation.
Good things G eat, such ss homemsde
powdered dougbnuts and chocolate
chip coolries, are alwons avallable,
Joan andd Tioo den't believe o giving
their children allowances "Wy ahwld
1 par theyn ™" Joan ples. “They should
pay " She prefere to bestow the
oommaianal pift or oeat on & partcalarly
will tell & child that he can’t have sarne-
thing that he wantz, berause they can’
afford 4.
*'Bo why did you heve aomany kide™
the child will retart
“"How many do you think we shoild
hawa had?™ Joan slm. “Tnevitahly,” she
says, “they think we should have
stopped arsumd the number they are”
The Framco family's expenses, all
tobd, are eboat $50,000 & year. { Their
total inccme & & hit higher then hat,
bt they profor bo keep the fipure pri-
vate.] The mortgage om the house they
have ommed for 18 years in very small
and almost paid off. "That's what aaves
we,” Joan saya "We could never -
ege i we had to pay 31,000 g month, ™ If
they wara starting out now end meeded
B very hasic fiva-bedronm, two- hath-
roem houise puch it the one they cwm in
Canigs Park, they could expect to pay



at beast B2H0000 for il

Food s b far their bipgeet expemnss,
About 5270 & week In spent. (i groceries
and dry gonds. Edusation eomes nexl;
ol the perochinl schooks the Francce
attend, school fees for seven children,
including hoaks, are 35,200, Expendi-
tagr= gn school uniforme, ehess and
other clothing, which i shared and
pesaed domnn a5 0L B oigreem, come bo
F5,000 1 year, Health insurance is pro-

‘Frankly,’
Tino says of
his kids, ‘I like
them best
when they're
young. After
they hit their
teens, they
get a little
weird.”

wided by Famar al u coet of 33,00 a
raar, deducted from Joan's nuraing sal -
ary. (Mt costs e same 10 inesase one
child fes i does to insure all of them)
Weter, telephone, electricity and gas
bille ave sl higher than the average
Tamilys—about. 5530 & month, Car in-
gurance for Josn's wan a8 well a3 one
ebderly car and an amciend plekug ok,
both doven by teen-apers, is $2,000
Giesoling and suto peapeir costs accoint
for another 32, (00, Even though Tino s
w ¢rack handymen, Josn buys service
contracts for househobd applipnees
whenevet she cun; her huashend ean't
alvays Tix a broken washing machine
immedistely, and a backlog of Taundny
wionld b disasTronis.

The Francos spand virtuelly nothing
an entertainment. They almost never
et out and depernd on books, miusic
mnd $2.59 videttapes for an evening's
diversicn, The children enjoy Tesy ham -
e, e of what tany people consid -
ef the “perks" of childhood: no piann
leasore, mo uMmET ARG, Ao ARl
Tamily vacgtions, no new wandrobea,
They recvive new tovs, but not pricey
toye-of-the-moomment. They afe care-
fully qulled frovn sele tables every time
Juan shops and etored untl somebedy

deeerves & precent. A treai s 4 faet-
fomd hunch of o etack of mew paper-
bocks, or the soumd treck Froen “The
Phantom of the Opera,”

The Frameos do without thingg ecene
fernilivs would consider ahachis tisos-
aities. A pood Bfe issurarce policy i@ one
of them, An adeguate policy would coat
them $76 & mooth, and thet is mooey
they feel they sanmet apeare, “IF amy-
thing happened to Timo," Joan saye,
"I'd ba mureing full time s mimge, Tt
would be hard, bart T oould do it

Bome Franco expeness would be
baraly noticeable in a two- chibd houss
hodd. Birthday presents [or other chil-
dren's partice—figure two partiza &
manth per child under the age of 15—
est up about 3600 o wear. Birthdey
presonts thet Joan and Tino buy for
farnily members oot abaut 3550, with
an pdditionsd 2,000 eliotted for
Christmas pifie. Keeping ldds in hicy-
clea coeta BWK) 5 yeer. “Bicycles are
imporlanl. Evenybody m the neighbor -
hood knvowm 3t i you don's have i gootd
ane,” Joan seye “I they dwdn't heve
grod bimycles, they'd reslly feel pmr"

Chriemas 18 & raajor everd in the
Framen honsehold, Josn etarts shop-
ing eix monthe ahead o tale adwan-
tage of hargaime. Tl the Frvmos poll
o1t all the stops. “There are huge piles
of presents all over the living room,”
Jeegica eave with delight in her &ves,
The acoaller Franeo children call their
older brothers, Joe and John, who share
Bn apartmett aboud g mlle gwey, ahd
ingisd thal they sot up a2t G em. and
come over. Exervbody has a gtocking,
althoogh Joan hes been tving bo bor-
minale the prectice for the older onea.
"Every time 1 mertion " ale savs,
“the hittle ones gel futious, They can't
believe I'd try to deprive their heothers
and zistars of their stockings. 3o T end
i stiffing them with razor bledee and
sharmpao,”

For the pasl, few years, Join hes tried
ursirteesafully to convines the family
that they should pick family namea out
of & hat at Thanksgiving amd only shop
fiw ooe o two Christmes pifts. “It's
alweye been abaclutely necessary to get
pervegihlng fox every eingle peeson,” sovs
Julie, T2 “But that didn't mesn we
bought it When we were little, we'd
Joxsd: Bxehind the couch to see what had
fallen thiere—hooks, statues, that sort
o thing—and then w'd wmp those
things up and give them a7y

The Franco children greosa up koo -
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mg that they &re expected to actend
eollege Tt thet they're going to heve to
wirk to put themeelves through, Joo,
theeldeat som_ mew 4 rmeas aditar tor the
MNewhall Sgmal, held e full- dme jab o
pay his way through Cal Stale Nocth-
ridge. "Bven if we erubd pay for 8 whole
college edwueation,” Joan esye, “I'm not
wure Thel we would, We might poy or
half. It means mere o them because
they have to work Lo have it My pare-
ents paid for my edvcation, and it
didn’t mesn snough 1o me. T oguit.”
{Joan Jeft Cal Stale Northridre at 15,
when she and Tioo were marded. She
returned nine years later Lo =ern &
sy degres, )

HESRE DAYS, RAISING one
child from birth to g 15
in am urban aren, not in-
chuding preschool, dey care
or college tuitiesn, cosis

parents SEZ20R, of 35,18 per vear,

gocording 1o statistics from the 115

Teperiment of Agriculture. 1§ costs the

Francce about 350,000 & year to maise

nine kids {the four oldeat are gelf-aup

porting); that’s abeut 35500 por ohdld,

a0 they are very olose to the national

noern. There's & catch, howeser.
Aecording 1o the @loolaticns of

Princeton'’s Eepenshade, the average

moickdde -clazs family wich two chibdeen

devotes aboul 40% of its income 1o

raizing them, The Francos devote ac

lease BNW%) of their ineorne 1o raising the
hinge thid sl live at home,
Eczpenchads potes that faw middle-
ctass people threse daye ame willimg 1o
paal. every penny they sam into raisng
their children. Cne hears often of crou-
ples whe are pustiponing childbesnng
becavse “they can't afford kids” and of
parenta who heve decided oo stop at

ore b “redsing hicks haos gotien o

erpansive.” Bui Hepenshede sugpests

that these parents have urnped to the

wrong condiveion, IF only the first 18

years of g child’s life sre coneidered, in

terms of percentage of Monree expesd-
ed, the cost of rizing o child hes
changed verv hittle o the last thres
deaden. "The number of daollars ex-
pended are higher," he says, "but md
the fraction of incomethat poes to kids
“In some eence,” Espenchade says

"orp BT TAUCH Fonore conesiniis Than our

parents were of whal we are spending

on our kids, We're lesa willing to make
the eacrifices our parenls might hove
mde. O the other hend, our expecta-



Gioms are sccebarating wore rppadby G
ir income We're no longer content
just to clothe our chilldren; we have to
put. theen in name - brand chthing. We
have to prosvide them with special bes-
pars and orthodontie end college fui-
ton, o we don't think of ourselves as
good parents, This just wes not Gus o
Previcus penerations.”

MMER 15 SERVED at the

Francos after most of the

after-achool activities—

vollayball, foothall soc-
cer, drama, chorus. ste.—and Tito gets
horwe frory work and shomera. Tt is ot
unusual for a couple of Francos to
stragple in later: They find thelr suppes
ot the stove when they finally arehee.
i Jong ago gave up woorying abowt
who shows up at the table.

Tonight, 10 people are present for
dinner, which codsists of 8 huge pot of
chicken and rice, piquant abd fevocful,
put on the stove to cook earléer that
afternoon by one of the older daugh-
terz. Joan = fving doughtuots and
dousing thetn with powdersd suger.
Ehe doean® warry about kedping hee

Jids wway from suger, althoogh some-
times thelr pession for anacks drives
her to distraction. “They're like fish,®
she saye. “Theyll eat until they go belly

Without any spectal request from
their mother, deckie, Jessica and Jamie
pitch in to help meke dinner and st
the tahle. The girls do all the house-
work, including laundryr, The boys are
regponaible for vardwork, but there
k't nwch of it. At times, the girls have
proteated the division of labor and
threatened to strike. Joan is aarry that
they Fesd s hordemed but rules are
tubes, and rulsa are eapecially impoe-
tant i & large family. Over the years,
sha hees cofme to agree with her Inis-
band's point of view: that male and
femmale respormibilities ought to be di-
vidad abong traditional lines. In an ideal
warld, she thinks, men would work 1o
support the femily, and women would
gtay bome to take care of domestic life

1 think wa were better off before the
women's movemnent,” ahe aaye, “Now
we're gtick with two full-time joba:
raising & family, and working cautside
the home. The worklosd for women Has
basically doabled. But the workload for

men doen't seem ©o heve increased al
EIL”

Tino eits at ane end of the table, his
&till-wet hair alicked beck nesthy. Man
perches oh tap of the washing machineg,
where ahe hap sat for pears, bet plate on
her lap. The bowls, plates and drnkine
veqsels on the table are all the unbreak-
able kind—-nothing else would make
serme in & house whete an averape of
three spills ocour per dinner, Attention
in paid to table matiners, “Jeesica,”
Tino saye, “split your bread before vou
put butter on it.”

Josh sits next to his father and taiks
about fishing, melding and the circus he
attended the night hefore with & priest
and somie kids from the parish. Whae
he liked best war when the eephant
went o the bathroom. “That totalhy
mvesmedd Up two rings," he saye, The
younger kids puffaw, “Bathroom hu-
mor abmmds,” says Joan, disgusted.
“They're supposed to outgrow it, but
there's always an audience for it-in chis
hmll'

Everybody finishes in about. 20 min -
bes, dnd from the youngest to the
oldeet, they serape their plates into che
parbage and put them in the gink. The

cerughnis dissppenr alioest 85 so00 as
thew hil the tahie, apd the boyve zo
aleide o play i the fading Light, The
girle hielp their mother clean up quickly
assd woin their brothers ouldoors. Fuan
spitles down on the Ibing -coom sola
with a pale blue seesler shes knilling
for et mother-tn-taw, For o lew pare
siates, the house s absolulily guist

ing excoses himeel] 1o pick some
peppere [or hus femoas Rul spce off 2
hounierss bush in the back sard. Al
though his wile deseribes hitn as "the
voe’ amd "“the fun ore™ in the
farmily, Lhe patriarch of the hoeehodd
spepnx sl He i more celiccant than
Jown o discuss bia familyy be congiders
hetr petsonal lite & private matter.

Frir M years, Tino had the awing
whift &r. Cal-Mat, working on the firm's
flest of diesel trucks From 4 pm. to
1240 am. Althouprh working nights
zave him the cppertunicy to cake extra
dav ioba to support hug lada, chis elso
moeant that he didn't see much of them
oo weekdave, Tack efiernoon, be was
rocting ready Lo leave just as the lods
were coming home from scheol.

“I mot used Lo working evenings. It
didn’t bother me,” Tine sayvs, Theo he

sy

adde, with a nole of regret in his voics,
“Bul I only saw Lhe kids on weekends,
aral T 1nink chere wae somelbing Inat i
the relatianship with the oider onea, T
ke there was.™

dacodn, T, eomes o1t 2o halp with the
PepRer-picking. "addy, = this one
ripe?” he asks, an Tine rubs the boy's
hair.

“Frankly, 1 like chem best shen
thev're voung™ he suve of hia &ida

“Aflar they hit their leens, ey gt a
Lictle weird.”

For the past senr, Tinog hes left for
work gt T e and gefurved at i poan. 1t
& only recently char he hes enjoved
tradilional howura, and averiomne —in-
cluding Joan, she admita has had to
wdjusl Lo having him around in the
pveruings. They uzed to have reiatvely
peaceful mornings togecher, which ehe
likwed, During the evenings, she ruled
the roml, Mow. the house contains an-
ucher powerful presares. The lods magt
T with gentle ceepect. The elder
nived geiinely sdmice how hard he's
wowked o take cure of his family, But it
ia thelr motker they zo Lo i they have o
probdens,

*¥aun khaw. no one Lhoizhl Chis
merringe wouid lasr,” Tivo seys soberly.
"Rt yonl s how wronyg peonle can be.
It lasts because there’s unily and
shared walies and no cme Lo agpue
abowre arycthing, [He reallv just Jove that
nolda it togacher. | ovar most of i o my
wite. Bhe's the key, Lho kngpin.®

It Joan is the family's emotionat pil
lar, Ting is the lasanuker, Tla makes
most, of the males, and chey wre ehaainte.

Mo deting uncil 18 for bays or wrls. Mo
waltzing off ar night withoul seying
where vou're zowng. Mo rowidy benevios
ir; public. Mo talking back, expecially Lo
yvour molher. Spankdngs are not un-
vommon, allhough children who e
misbehaved learmed long ago o thasrl
lerpe puperback books inta che seata of
Lhsir tronisers,

Tiwo's pareniing methods aze cradi
tneal. He thinks Lhet grounding a kid
wirrks vk Tl ler Lhan peychoanalye-
ing fim. T think kids gre eesy o raise,”
he saws. “When you sive 8 command,
ite not a game, 1L musl be oboved. It's
[E o bea chitls Criend, bul Ukere's an
poine it being buddy-buddy, Kida
den™t wans vnu oo e L owls, Thers
needa wo ke some distancee and some



Administering the aotusl punish-
menl {oiher than a spanking, which is
given hy whichever parent is on hend )
i wsually left to Joan. Tino dossnt
think she's etrict enough, but she hes
her own theoriegs of child-raising,
“With sdolescents, if you go overboard,
woul just erect harriers,” ahe gays. It
hest. to keep some communication
open. They're sneaky enough without
wou piving them more ammani tion.”

Like all fanilies, the Francos have
bl their share of problems with their
children. Tino Jr., now baesically re-
formed, was & hell -raiser in hiph school,
meore interesbed in playing electric gui-
tar than m stadying, Judy, the glamdor-
ous eldest. doughter, has o familywide
reputstion s the “temperamental”
child. She's famouws for being moody
and unpredictable in & group where
everybody else 18 helpful and ssreeakls
moat of the Lime, “Judy thinks she's an
anly child,” Joan says. "We don't know
th-IF

&till, nobady has ever been in trouble
with drups ard no one has ever been
arrested, which seeims i remarkable ac-
cotnplishiment considering the sheer
pumber of kids and the era in which
they live. The children are polite and
friendly; they rarely interrupt, whine or
beg. Theyw spealk fondly of their paresis,
but they ssem o almost revers Joar.
Even Timo Jr., the rebellicus one, turns
ingtartly on his heel one evening when
Joan calls him az he heads dewn the
front walk for a might oo the town,
“Yeu, Morn, do vou nesd something ™
e paks.

“Tino, | want to cut your hair," Joan
repliea.

"Later, Mom,” Tine savs. And then,
genthy: “Ts (hat OK?

EW MENTAL-HEALTH ex-

perts have studied large

middle-class [atnilies, Ome

who bas is Dr, Herbert

Strean, director of the New

York Center for Psychoanslytic

Treining and an expert on family

ahalyais. Strean, the author with Lucy

Freeman of “Raising Cain: Raising a

Heslthy Sibling,” has found that, in

general, children from large families

Erow up leamninig to tame their impuks-
# and handle frustration.

“When a child = part of a group of

piblirgs." Sirean says, “he has to leaon

guickly to cooperate and consider the

needs of athers if he & to survive

peaceahly, There will Always be corn-
petition and jealoushy; no family is
exempt from sibling rivalry, But chil -
dren in larger families soe More s6n80-
tive to the wishes of other siblings and
pope better with their jealouay.

“Whal's vervy noticeable,” he aavs,
“i= thot siblings in large families are
much closer. The oldeet takes oo a key
lesdership job. There may be o ten
dency to make one of the children a
parental surrogate, the ‘mothers little
helper.” Usually, this role is asaigned to
the oldest child, Such an assignment
has its advantages and dizadvaniages.
O the poeitive side, the parents aren’
as herassed when they delegate re-
aponsibility, The eldest child feals hes
in & gpecial position and learns to be o
lender, [But] since the oldest child is
often perceived by the younger wne as
& parental fevorite, the vounger 3ih-
bings may assiime, cither correctly or
incorrectly, that the parenta do not
hold them in the Rame esteem as they
do the older one.”

“Children and adults who come
from larger families are wsielly mose
solf - reliant and have more advanced
social skills," Strean says. “Preschool-
ers from big families make an easy
traneition to school, because they're
not infantilized or indulged at horne,
They tend to meke friends more easily
becmuee their social skills are very wall
developed,”

“On the negative side,” he says,
“children from large families don'
learn to express & wide range of Tesl
ings. There's a certain coatriction of
emodion. Sormetimes resentanent man-
ifesta ftselfl in unconecious ways: in
bed -wetting, for ingtance. The crucial
variahle 5 how the parents feel about
raisirig & larpe family. If they really
enjoy it, if they'rs comfortable and not
overwhelmed, the kids reflect it If
they are pressured, upsst, or burdened
with the drudgery of it, you see it in
the kids."

Katherine Bchlaerth, a clinical asso-
clate professor of family medicine and
pediatrics sl the USE School of Medi-
cine, and herself & mother of seven,
alao found that parental atditudes are
important. Schlaerth interviewed par-
ents of 76 large families of different
socioeconortic groups A restarch for a
book she is writing. "What 1 heard
repeatedly,” Schlaerth saye, “is that to
raise g big family, vou really have to
want te do it. It's like being an Obm-
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pie diver. s & commitment that vou
make early. You know it means malk-
ing & lof. of sacrifices; thatr vou won't

have a bot of the fun your friends are |

having. But you do it because it means
o prent dead o vou,™

In muost lurge families, Schlaerth
found preal emphaeis oo household
chures, "You see young children who
are very independent in self-care,” she
says “IUe not uncommaon for young
kids to covk moals, wash cothes and
ron, Older onee are sccustomed to

taking care of youneger ones. YWithout |

being asked, they'll help wich bedrime, |

g bath or a sneck,™

Having meny chibdmen in ong honjze
cen detract from purenta] Lime with
earh, Schiserth savs, but it mekes fop
very close relationehips uinong the sih-

lings, and “thet's & bond that losts for |
th‘"

HEXN THE Franco |

children move oul

end get places of

their own. they're as-

tonished by the in-
ertipetence of their roommates. “They
cart't eoods or do lamdne” seyva Julie,
whe tives with a noommats in San THe-
g, By the age of 6, every Frenco had
fearmied how tn wash clothes, whip up
an amelet, heat and deliver a hottls,
change a diaper and romfort & erving
Dby

Apparently, prowing up in & mob
seene hasn't mude the oider oewes want
to avoid heving funibies, Joe save he'd
like to heve four boys and four #irls,
John, the family’s mosk compelitive
one, savs he'd like 14 lids, one more
than hie parents have, The girls, per-
hepe because they have shared more of
the day-to-day responsibilities of child
rare than the bovs, are lees enthusiastic
abmut locking after multitndes. Still.
they say thev'd like “smelli=h" families
of three or four KHda.

[Despite its size, the Franco family s 2
tight unit. Call on p Saturday morning,
and nften some of the children who no
[emper live at home will be in the kitch-
en. They rely nn each other for fun and
for help with serinus peobleme. Mo one
would dare beat up a Franoo in che
schoolyard: he'd see acars 85 aoon &3 the
st of the siblings heard about it

"Ynur beat friends,” Jenny sy, Cwre
vour heothers and sisters. You i de-
pend on them. [c's something you never
forget.” mam



The Danielsons

Crntinusd from Page 15
Froem the tme they were able to
walk, the Damdelson childeen have

jle for helping to tale
care of the house “Fart of being n a
Fanily » helping,” Linds wrys, “mnd
it'n sormeekbying we taugghl theen sarky.”

As = resull, evely room in their houss
in el el well-crgaminted N

"D the wek, wo're up

not hefore,” payw Lisds. “Hefors they
leawe Tor schenl, the Bttlest ene takes
the tresh out, the et slder'one -~
mmwhmu
thu'ncﬁ-

udle.-
e thrr hﬂf“‘il

wympns bothered or lnot ancther, thee
names of the wictim and perpetiator
ware put on o st At the end of a few
workn, the mity et aod dechded
what the consequences would be. For
rstencn, & neme-calfler might have
had te cho & whnky lond of dinner dintws
for the object of his mame-calling. A
chidd formd guilty of tegsing might
harve lost TV privilages for a week. But

now thet the childes know the rules, &

Linda ssve, “we mever hawe o have
Farndiy e
Ly lﬁ_:

foll-
Marbuates

offered Durrel 8 job m Atlanta thet
gave him lew fesponnibility, Linda
says. He decided mt te uproot the
family. It 100k six molitis to find an:
other job, during shich b did some
consuiting work. “The dirrch talls us
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Thi Mahoneys

[ otinged from Pane 6

hapr whim oy, 45, 8 mnrkelang wice
president for Prudential Insurance, do-
wolvased] moserious health probslan, They
weren'| sure i he samlbd be phie ta En
heeels to woek, but he eventually recov-
-"nenr.- Th: ::hihlﬁ-n, T By :"-'im|'|'|.1.l. “rre
my blessings in lifz.™

The Mahnneys live in a «ix - bedeomn,
six-hath house on half an scre, with 8
poed and & hed twoh, They fike toosit
nronnc] th pool at nighl, aod 18k, Tl
thinke that children lerrn & Iot-hy
groamirye g wilh nany sihbings, “They
limrm :x:-]:lin,p; skille." nhe RAVH, "'T'hr_:],-":.lr
rxperienoed methods of solving prob-
bome in & great bip laboratory where
everyhaxly bves pverylaady elpe”

The chabdren deo nost. of the heaer .
wark, including a massive cleanup once
a day. "We're constantly using the elec-
tric hroom,™ says Katde, the eldest
davghter. "We bresk thern ao often
thot. Mo repssembled one from all the
parta we had lying aroumd.”

There are fidless Mo running m the
hallsay. Mo lappardly eating—a tinee
i sk for anyone whose plats ian't cean
when the reat of the family & Ninished.
Mo eating outside the kitchen, One
hisker of tebewiabon & night, maximigm.
o pdeying the buby prand piano unless
il are laking peann besors, The e
omd piane s fair game to atl.

Crail wirlchey the hoewscheold badpet
carafilly =o that theee will be momey for
such retivities s sliing, which they all
lewrs, B srrhen], rollecter ol EER R
ahe attacks the newspaper foodd section
Ty "I'"|-|||1-"'|;|-_.- wilh o '|_'|r||ilr nf scpsnrm
Her fored hilks are apound 520 5 weslk,
sty wall Bven mihilatie sore whe enl, s
much s she can feed them. =1 stick
with reallv nourishing ataff,” ahe sas
"1 eban™ by cockarm 1 hoy boxes of 24
grandm hars inpterd.” They po throush
At [eust, wenen galhons of milk coch week,

M1 A5, il misses having &n infant,
hut finds that the demands are just as
great with older children. [ hed to
change g bot,” she pays, “T've potien a bot
rvire Jenient. [ used to be & perfection .
inl; bt I learned that wou're never
renlly m control, even if you think you
are, 5o I no longer even maintaln that
ilhusion, 1 take problems’ss they come
and 1 ks myself better, Having eight
kldks i n very humbling experience.” .

—Cl,

The Murphys

Canfinyed from Poge 10

hdicheel. who is 8 practicing Cathe-
T, cosmaess Frogm i family of seven chil-
dren. Chris, whnse parente are Meth-
alint aned Jewiah, has two sisters (one
ir. her tennd and o En‘gi!‘]i.'r- Her e
ents live nearby, and they have con-
wverked Eheir hack _'|.'P.|!I'l:‘| Lter A !ﬂ.‘!_',-'-
ground For the grandchildren.

Chrn pewd Mlichael kpnew framn the
heginning that they wonimd o lol of
children and that they wanted them
right nway. “T elidin’t want to he going
b Little Leapue grmes in my 70"
Michael sawn, "although Td de 1 il 1
Bl ten

Their first baby waa born nine
maonihe and a few days afier their
wedding. Chria contined 1o work asa
nurae until theie fifth child wes bormn,
prd she will probably go back to worlk,
one night a week, after their seventh
chitd—"and their [aat.” she swears—
i born. "It will be extremels diff:-
cult,” she =ays, "nol to have a bahy
around.'”

Michael, 40, and Chels, 36, do not

giwkr Lo peecd. or owanl, o be aineg
ippether, “We mever sy, S amnw,
Marddy and Mommy wani sheir priva-
ow, " Chrs says, The thees elidest korls
slept with them when they were in-
Frorlee sl frwlilTers, That started to ged
A litkle -u:nrl.;'-ﬂe-l:ll a0 W nerenis 1wl
rhildren, exeept for the boby, Fien-
TaTY, .-'|i|_ 5|e-|:'|'_| in I;J-u- HH 1441 |'|E|L FEnikt,
edistribuated amnna Four beds,

Slichael necesinnally will come
home froom hin newrslogy praclioe in
Lhe ewvening, read the kide some aun-
rica, uerve five botides, el them in
bed mnd o back i work, When he
comes home again al midnight and
[S{SLH T Tieeel, he'11 wernn haters s
rleepi A enmpanions,

“To have all theee kids,” Michael
sava, Myou have to be lightherrted and
et fakale. Yean cnn'E bave o led of Tixedd
ideng.'"

When children wake up in the mid-
dle of the night amd need comlneting,
Michael alwavs gets up =ath them,
“Fortunately,” he aava, "1 do mot need
a bot of aleep, I can get up E2 Limes a
nightand nod {eel bad in the morning.
I ot my evsegy from the kida™

—.d,



